
Versailles Village Council Meeting April 23, 2025 

Held at Fire/EMS Facility 

 

Mayor Dammeyer called the Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Roll call found the following Council Members present: Mr. Paulus, Mr. Griesdorn, Mr. 

Steinbrunner, Mrs. Dieringer, Ms. Shaffer, and Mr. Weaver.  Also present were Village 

Administrator Francis, Fiscal Officer Ording, Attorney Matthew Pierron, and Fire/EMS Chief 

Pearson. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation was led by Mayor Dammeyer.   

 

Mr. Griesdorn made a motion to accept the consent agenda which included approval of the 

following: 

 

• Approval of Agenda 

• Approval of Minutes from the April 9, 2025 Regular Meeting  

• Approval of List of Expenditures for April 23, 2025 

 

Mrs. Dieringer seconded the motion. Vote: all yeas. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Dammeyer presented the National Skilled Nursing Care Week Proclamation, proclaiming 

May 11 – May 17, 2025 as National Skilled Nursing Care Week in the Village of Versailles. 

 

For the first item of new business, Mr. Steinbrunner made a motion to authorize the Village 

Administrator to purchase a 1500 kVA 277/480V padmount transformer from Sunbelt-Solomon 

at a cost of $47,060 for an electric service extension deemed an economic development 

emergency for Weaver Brothers, Inc., Dew Fresh Egg Farm project, seconded by Mr. Weaver.  

Vote: all yeas.  Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Steinbrunner then made a motion to authorize the Village Administrator to purchase another 

1500 kVA 277/480V padmount transformer from Sunbelt-Solomon at a cost of $47,060 for an 

electric service extension deemed an economic development emergency for Weaver Brothers, 

Inc., 900 N. Center Street facility, seconded by Mrs. Dieringer.  Vote: all yeas.  Motion carried.  

 

Moving on to Administrative Reports, Mayor Dammeyer reported that he will be attending the 

Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission Banquet on Thursday evening.  He also will be 

attending the event for Bike Ohio on May 8th.   

 

Village Administrator Francis distributed his Village Administrator’s Report to members and 

reported on the following items: The Darke County Health Dept. has notified us that they were 

successful in obtaining a grant on behalf of county communities for mosquito fogging.  The Village 

will receive three of our six mosquito fogging applications free of charge thanks to this grant. The 

new electric foreman truck was picked up from the upfitter on April 11th.  The new truck is 

awaiting vinyl graphics, rustproofing, and the VHF radio to be installed.  The current electric 

foreman truck has been approved for auction via GovDeals.com and will enter into an auction once 



the new truck is placed into service. Roger Frey has started on landscaping services as of this past 

Monday 4/21 by cleaning out pots and flower beds at Village facilities. Park restrooms at both 

Ward Park and Indian Creek are now open.  A few water line leaks were discovered in a few 

locations at Ward Park and delayed the opening by a few days. On Friday, April 11th a portion of 

the Village’s electric system on the south and southeast side of the Village experienced a loss of 

electric phase due to a blown primary fuse on S. Center St.  Multiple circuits were tied together at 

that time for planned testing and maintenance at the E. Water St. Substation and experienced the 

disturbance.  It is believed that an animal or tree branch due to the high winds that morning was 

the likely culprit.  Power was restored quickly that morning once the blown fuse location was 

identified.  Testing and maintenance at the E. Water St. substation took place April 7th-11th by a 

professional electrical testing contractor, UIS.  This testing and maintenance is performed once 

every three years. Village personnel had a virtual meeting with engineers from GPD Group on 

4/22 to kick-off the design process for the Village’s new McGreevey Rd. Substation. The 

topographic survey and environmental review of the site will be taking place in the very near future 

with design work starting immediately.  The current plan is to bid out the major equipment for the 

substation that includes the substation transformer, reclosers, and regulators the first part of 

September.  The actual substation construction project bid would be targeted to start advertising 

by the end of October.  The goal is to have the substation ready to go by the end of 2027.  We will 

also be coordinating with AMP Transmission who will be supplying the 69 kV transmission power 

to the substation.  Asphalt crack sealing of selected Village streets is currently underway with 

Western Ohio Asphalt Sealing.  Street Dept. personnel are working to clear log jams in Swamp 

Creek from the heavy floodwaters that came through the area at the beginning of the month.  A 

full-sized tree and root-ball became logged against the N. Center St. bridge pilings after the event.  

In addition, future log jams with debris have been discovered along Swamp Creek north of the E. 

Water St. substation.  This log jam will likely require a larger excavator to go into the creek bottom 

to pull back the larger trees to free the flow channel of debris. Street Dept. personnel are currently 

working to prepare a concrete pad pour at the Ward Park Swimming Pool for the new location of 

the swim team shed and for additional pool deck area for patrons along the East side of the pool.  

The new aluminum fencing is scheduled for delivery in the next two weeks to be installed along 

the South side of the pool complex. The Versailles Area Chamber of Commerce (VACC) along 

with Mayor Dammeyer and myself held a ribbon cutting event Monday, April 21st for The Rails 

of Versailles located at 39 E. Main St.  This new food establishment will be specializing in pizza, 

subs, salads, and other menu options and will be having a grand opening this Thursday, April 24th 

at 4PM. The new Bucket Truck C was delivered by UTE on April 18th.  This bucket truck was 

ordered in March 2023 and is a 2024 Ford F-550 with a 37’ Versalift bucket unit.  This truck will 

replace the existing 2009 truck of similar size.  The new bucket truck is awaiting rust-proofing, 

vinyl lettering install, VHF radio install, and the transfer of tools and equipment prior to being 

placed into service.  We will be working to have this truck ready to go into the Poultry Days parade.  

The existing bucket truck will be recommended for auction on GovDeals at a council meeting in 

the near future. Street Dept. personnel will be starting on approximately 16 catch basin top 

repairs/replacements along Grand Ave. from Franklin St. to Marker Rd.  The existing tops that are 

in very bad condition are being removed and new metal frames and grates are being installed with 

minor curb repairs.  All of this work shall be completed in advance of the planned asphalt 

resurfacing of the area that will take place later this summer. Weaver Bros. has requested a larger 

padmount transformer at their 900 N. Center St. facility to allow for additional power usage related 

to planned improvements at the location.  Weaver Bros. has also requested a new three-phase 



electric service at their Dew Fresh Farm facility on Christian Rd.  A new egg processing facility 

is set to be built on the farm and will require a new electric service extension and padmount 

transformer. Village linemen have recently formed and poured new metal light pole bases between 

Callaway Ct. and the South property line of Heritage Park.  These new light poles have been 

planned since the Klipstine Rd. Reconstruction Project in 2023, but have been on hold due to all 

of the continued customer growth on the Village’s electric system.  Additional metal light pole 

bases will be formed and poured along Klipstine Rd. to the South corporation limit.  Once the new 

metal light poles are installed and powered, the existing utility pole-mounted light fixtures will be 

removed.  The new metal light pole bases will greatly improve lighting of the Klipstine Rd. 

corridor for pedestrians and motorists. We are currently getting prices to epoxy the restroom floors 

in the Ward Park restrooms.  This was included in the 2025 five-year capital plan. New acrylic 

basketball backboards and rims are being purchased to replace the existing steel backboards at 

Indian Creek Park.  The existing backboards are original to the 1990’s when the court was 

constructed and have started to rust through. Brian Bros. began cleaning of the existing exterior of 

the Administrative Office Building on N. Center St.  Dryvit repairs will also be taking place on 

the building and it will be completely recoated once those repairs are complete.  This project was 

part of the Village’s five-year capital improvement plan. On Sunday, April 13th treatment plant 

operator Ryan Thien was notified by King’s Command Foods that they had had a sanitary sewer 

overflow event that had been discovered that morning in which wastewater had made its way into 

Swamp Creek.  King’s Command had already requested sewage pumping trucks from MSI who 

had begun removing greasy foam from Swamp Creek and at the King’s Command facility.  King’s 

Command notified the Ohio EPA of the overflow event once it was discovered.  A thick coat of 

greasy foam was found coming out of the top of the King’s Command Pretreatment Plant 

Equalization (EQ) tank.  It appears that some type of reaction had taken place during sanitation 

that night/morning and large quantities of foam were created.  The foam came out of the EQ tank 

and entered storm sewer catch basins in the area that ultimately lead to a storm water outfall at 

Swamp Creek beside the N. Center St. bridge.  Grease and foam were found in Swamp Creek from 

this location further downstream to the 1919 railroad bridge.  King’s Command was instructed by 

the Village to remove all signs of grease and foam from the creek and to take any further direction 

from the Ohio EPA.  The Ohio DNR and EPA both visited the site and further instructed cleanup 

activities.  The storm sewer mains from King’s Command to Swamp Creek were also 

professionally sewer jetted and cleaned before being placed back into service.  King’s Command 

has received a Notice of Violation (NOV) for the sanitary sewer overflow from the Ohio EPA.  On 

April 16th and 17th, I attended the monthly AMP Board meeting in Paducah, KY.  Paducah is a 

fellow AMP community located in western Kentucky along the Ohio River.  In addition to the 

monthly board meeting, a tour of the Prairie State Energy Campus coal power plant and 

underground coal mine was provided. The Prairie State facility is located in southern Illinois and 

provides Versailles 40% of our daily electricity for customers.  This plant is our single-largest 

power source in our power supply portfolio. We will be obtaining prices for well rehabilitation of 

Well #9 as part of the Village’s five-year capital plan.  We have also consulted with Eagon & 

Associates regarding retiring Well #1 and #2 in the Grand Ave. wellfield.  These two wells are the 

oldest and poorest producing wells in our fleet with Well #1 averaging approximately 10 GPM 

and Well #2 averaging just under 20 GPM over the past several years.  It was discussed prior to 

the Reed Rd. Wellfield Project that these two wells should be retired once the new wellfield was 

operational as it is costing the Village more in maintenance and power to keep them going than 

what the minimal water is worth that they produce.  These wells are also located well within the 



sanitary isolation radius of Swamp Creek in which we have had to turn these wells off in the past 

per OEPA requirements when manure spills have taken place upstream in Swamp and Indian 

Creek.  According to records, these wells were installed in the early 1960’s. Eagon & Associates 

provided their formal report on the first round of 2025 residential well monitoring for the Reed 

Rd. Wellfield area.  Water table monitoring through the surrounding wells in the area was 

completed the first week of March 2025.  The monitoring report shows that winter ground water 

level recovery has taken place in almost every well in the area which is a great indicator that the 

Reed Rd. wellfield is working in a sustainable manner as planned.  Plant operators continue to 

only operate one well at a time in the 200-250 GPM range as originally planned for approximately 

16-20 hours per day during the work week and far less hours on the weekends.  We will continue 

to monitor the Reed Rd. wellfield area each quarter through 2025. Street Dept. personnel 

performed street cleaning in Yorkshire, Osgood, and North Star the week leading up to Easter.  We 

perform these services each year for our neighbors to the North with each community paying the 

Village for our labor and equipment time.  In addition to providing these services to our neighbors, 

all Village streets in Versailles were cleaned in advance of the Easter holiday.  The Village recently 

sold on GovDeals a former pool recirculation pump, pool pump motor, pool strainer, and two 

diving boards. The Village’s annual Arbor Day Tree Planting event with the Tree Commission 

will take place this Friday, 4/25 at 1:45PM at Ward Park.  A 3” caliper Red Oak will be planted in 

the park near the restroom/concession stand building.  Students from Versailles Middle School 

will also be present for the event. 

 

Fiscal Officer Ording reviewed with Council members the March financial reports.  The YTD 

Fund report, Report of the Tax Department and the Income Tax Collections Comparison Report 

were provided. She also reported that she received information from the State Audit of the 2022-

2023.  The audit in near completion. The question was asked if the Village would want to hold a 

formal exit conference.  Mayor and Council members reported that they have not been through 

this in the past and do not know the process of the conference.  Fiscal Officer Ording said she 

would contact the Auditors office for more information.   

  

Committee and Board reports were as follows:  

 

• Street & Safety – met prior to the meeting to discuss potential speed limit signage for S. 

Olive Street and Hickey Ave.  Also reviewed were handicap ramp replacements related to 

street resurfacing projects. 

• Board of Zoning Appeals – meeting May 7, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Cemetery Board – meeting April 15th for further discussions of the new columbarium at 

Greenlawn Cemetery.  The next meeting will be May 20, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Administration Building. 

• Park Board – meeting May 7, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Administration Building.  

• Tree Commission – meeting April 25, 2025 at 1:45 p.m. at Ward Park Concession 

Stand/Restroom for Arbor Day tree planting ceremony.  

 

Village Administrator Francis reported as a reminder of the upcoming Ohio May 6th primary 

election.  Issue 2 is a statewide ballot measure which is to renew a program that helps local 

governments support public infrastructure projects.  Every ten years, voters choose whether or 

not to renew the state’s ability to issue bonds for State Capital Improvement Program and the 



Local Transportation Improvement Program. Voting Yes would renew the public works project.  

Voting No would stop the program.  The Village of Versailles has benefited immensely from this 

state program.  Fiscal Officer Ording reported that the Village of Versailles has benefitted from 

the State Capital Improvement Program by receiving $987,415 in grant funds. The funds were 

awarded to the Village for the Woodland Drive Reconstruction project, Virginia Street 

Reconstruction project, the Klipstine Road Reconstruction project, and for the North Central 

Waterline Replacement project.  The Village also received loans in the same amount of $987,415 

for these projects.  The loans were issued with a 30-year maturity date and with a 0% interest 

rate.  Village Administrator stressed the importance of the state program and the necessity of the 

renewal. The number of future infrastructure projects in the Village would be greatly reduced 

without such funding.  

 

With no further business to conduct, Ms. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Mr. 

Steinbrunner seconded the motion. Vote: all yeas. Motion carried.  

Mayor Dammeyer adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________                     ______________________________ 

Todd M. Dammeyer, Mayor                                               Kathy Ording, Fiscal Officer 


